Migrant Media

A proposal for a digital media arts workshop on the theme of migrating cultures, associated with the Drum's one-day conference, and the Trans Europe Halles general meeting.

Aims: 

· To bring together digital media experts from the Trans Europe Halles Network 

· To raise the profile of Trans Europe Halles with digital media professionals in Birmingham and UK

· To explore the particular impact of new media on the theme of migrating cultures (particularly the internet and media convergence)

· To augment the existing content of the meeting and add variety 

Organisers: 

It is proposed that the workshop be co-produced by Junction and Sampad (development agency for South Asian arts the based Birmingham), in partnership with the Drum and possibly Vivid (Birmingham's Centre for media arts).  

Budget: 

The workshop will not be expensive (around £500), It is proposed that Sampad, the Junction and the Drum all contribute towards the expenses. 

Participants: 

Target audience will be Trans Europe Halles delegates, particularly digital media specialists plus local artists and arts workers from Birmingham and the West and East Midlands region.

Venue: 

The workshop will probably take place in the Drum's Multimedia Studio, which has a capacity for up to 20 people.  Alternatively it could take place at Vivid where there is a slightly larger capacity, or in another space within the Drum. 

Time:  

The workshop is intended to augment the activities for Saturday the 27th September . It is likely to last half a day, either morning or afternoon to avoid clashing with the main Trans Europe Halles meeting.  If demand is high two workshops could be run during the day, with the 2nd workshop for general public taking place simultaneously with the TEH the meeting. 

Content:

The impact of the Internet and media convergence on our conceptions of culture, migration, and difference is revolutionary.  From arts projects that can take place simultaneously in three different cities, to call centres in Bangalore dealing with customers in Birmingham, digital technologies blur geographical boundaries, and make extreme cultural encounters commonplace.  Software tools make it possible for people to create their own cultural images and exchange them with others, sidestepping the more traditional representations found in the established media.  

The workshop will be led by artists producing work that explores these themes. Two artists' groups have been proposed:

MOTI ROTI (Keith Khan and Ali Zaidi) an artist led organization, celebrating diversity and pushing the boundaries of artistic and cultural discourse. Moti Roti combines visual seduction with a sensitivity to space and an eye for transformation. They are interested in making work which speaks to many different people about complexities & contradictions of the current times.  

Their current work Alladeen focuses on the lives of citizens living in the hybrid cities of New York, London, and Bagalore, India—each a city where many cultures collide. The story of Aladdin is a perfect vehicle for this collision since it is one that has been revised and retold through many cultural lenses. Alladeen will also highlight the philosophical issues of media and technology, as they impact global culture, and bridge the first world with the third world. Specifically, it will look at the contemporary phenomenon of telephone call centers in Bangalore (the "Silicon Valley" of India) where operators are trained to flawlessly "pass" as Americans in order to serve American customers. Alladeen explores how we function as "global souls" caught up in circuits of technology, and how our voices and images travel from one culture to another.  The Alladeen project has three manifestations, all working with this same material: a crossmedia performance (directed by Marianne Weems); a music video (directed by Keith Khan); and a web project (directed by Ali Zaidi).

MONGREL an artists led group that celebrates the methods of London street culture. Mongrel make socially engaged culture, which sometimes means making art, sometimes software, sometimes setting up workshops, or helping others to set things up. Previous projects include Natural Selection, a search engine specifically designed to find - and twist the results for - far right and racist sites on the net. According to Matthew Fuller, who produced this project for Mongrel along with Harwood: "Along with porn, one of the twin spectres of"evil"on the internet is access to neo-nazi and racist material on the web. Successive governments have tried censorship and failed. This is another approach.- ridicule.", Colour Seperation, a series of posters constructed from photos of over one hundred people who are related in some day-to-day way with the core Mongrel group, using "HeritageGold" software their images are transformed into  eight un-glamourous sterotypes of black/yellow/brown/white men and women.  Mongrel's latest work is a piece of collaborative software, ‘nine9’, grown from their previous project ‘Linker’ which allows communities and individuals explore, visualise and exchange the social geographies of their environments. 

